The camallanid nematode Oncophora melanocephala (Rudolphi, 1819) is redescribed from specimens collected in tunas, Thunnus thynnus (L), T. albacares (Bonnaterre), T. atlanticus (Lesson) and Auxis thazard (Lacépède) from the Atlantic littoral of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. In addition to a specific structure of the buccal capsule, the species is characterized by the presence of seven pairs of preanal and five pairs of postanal subventral papillae in the male and by an unusual shape of body in the adult female; deirids are described for the first time in O. melanocephala. 
Le nématode Camallanidé Oncophora melanocephala (Rudolphi, 1819) 
A lthough
Oncophora melanocephala was esta blished as early as at the beginning of the last century, the morphology of this remarkable nematode remained poorly known for a long time. Rudolphi (1819) was the first to describe this parasite from various Mediterranean Scombridae and from Thunnus thynnus autopsied by Natterer & Pohl in Brazil as two different species: Cucullanus melanocephalus based on juvenile females and a male body fragment, and Trichocephalus gibbosus based on adult females without anterior extremity; their conspecificity was later proved only by Baudin-Laurencin (1971) . Diesing (1851) gave a brief description of posterior por tions of conspecific females from T thynnus from Ecuador (see Pinto et al., 1988) . Törnquist (193D redescribed inadequately the morphology of males originating from T. thynnus off the Belgian coast and from Bay of Naples, whereas Baudin-Laurencin (1971) reported the finding of O. melanocephala mature and immature females from Neothunnus (= Thunnus) albacares from Gulf of Guinea and he (Baudin-Lau rencin, 1972) considered the only available male of the same origin to belong to an independent species, Oncophora albacarensis Baudin-Laurencin, 1972. The last named species was subsequently synonymized with Q melanocephala by Pinto et al. (1988) , who had redescribed this nematode species from specimens found in Priacanthus arenatus Cuvier from Brazil. However, even though their species redescription has been the most complete one, some morphological features are not described or are described inaccura tely.
Recent studies on the parasites of fishes of economic importance from the littoral of the Rio de Janeiro State, Brazil, carried out by Brazilian authors of this paper, revealed the presence of O. melanocephala in four species of tunas, Thunnus thynnus, T. albacares,
Note de recherche
T. atlanticus and Auxis thazard; an examination of the nematode specimens enabled a detailed redescription of this parasite, which we present below. Yeh, 1960; Chabaud, 1975; Petter, 1979) and, there fore, C. aotea might be transferred to Oncophora.
MATERIALS AND METHODS

T
However, Petter (1979) considers the unusual shape of body in O. melanocephala adult females to be one of the main differential characters for Oncophora. The shape of body of adult C. aotea is not apparent from the description and, consequently, we refrain from transferring it to Oncophora. We agree with Rigby et al. (1998) that the diagnostic characteristics of Oncophora needs to be re-examined; however, in our opi nion, a new delimitation of this genus should be based on a broader taxonomic revision of camallanids. For the time being, we consider Oncophora a valid genus, the main feature distinguishing it from other related genera being the shape of the body of adult females.
The unusual shape of body of adult females of Q melanocephala is undoubtedly associated with their locali zation in the host's body: while their broad posterior part of the body is in the pyloric organ, they penetrate by their long, thin anterior part to the stomach, where they attach by the buccal capsule to the stomach mucosa.
